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We are encouraged by the ability of Extinction Rebellion to call
people onto the streets and push their demands for zero emissions.
However, we believe that meeting these demands will not be pos-
sible without abolishing capitalism, a system reliant on the total
exploitation of nature; whether that be sacrificing our clean water
to frack for hydrocarbons or sacrificing our children to the produc-
tion line. We must develop our ideas of what a different future may
look like outside the constraints of both capital and fossil fuels. We
must also critique the false solutions offered by ‘green capitalism’
and increased state control. It is our contention that the world in
fifty years will look radically different from what we see now. The
question is whether we are moving towards a sustainable future
for humanity, or one of catastrophe. We are calling for a broad
anti-capitalist environmental movement based around the follow-
ing points of unity.

1. An existential threat — Human induced climate change and
environmental destruction more broadly are a threat to global



ecosystems. Action must be taken now to guarantee we not only
survive, but flourish in the future.

2. Capitalism is the crisis — Capitalism is part of the problem. A
global economic system built on competing capitalists cannot be
trusted to combat climate change when doing so threatens their
profits. We must make the link between capitalism and environ-
mental degradation explicit in our politics and critique the role of
the state in facilitating this.

3. International class solidarity — We must be international-
ist in our scope and ensure victories for workers in MEDCs does
not mean just pushing environmental problems onto workers in
LEDCs who have done the least to contribute to climate change.
We must push our trade unions to adopt an environmental as well
as anti-capitalist stance which argues for a just but rapid transition
for workers in extractive industries. We must take a hard stance
against nationalism and aim instead for global unity.

4. Building collective power — We should ensure the actions we
take, and the struggles we link up for, leave us and others who take
part stronger not weaker. We must avoid any so-called victory that
relies on the ‘good will’ of a politician or the ‘expertise’ of an NGO.
Win or lose, each action and campaign should leave us more aware
of the world around us, more confident of our collective power, and
more experienced in our ability to self-organise.

5. Diversity of tactics — We must develop a diversity of tactics
that is not dependent on the actions of politicians or corporations
developing a conscience to achieve its goals. We plan to work along-
side Extinction Rebellion while maintaining certain critiques of
them.

6. Horizontal, bottom-up structures — We cannot recreate the
structures we know do not work within our own movement. Our
movement must be horizontal and autonomous so that it truly rep-
resents the interests of those our current rulers treat as expendable.
We must also take an intersectional approach to our solidarity and
care for each other at all times.

7. We need a new system — Ultimately, while the imminent
threat of climate change may limit us to putting pressure on state
and capital in the short term, in the longer term we need to re-
place these institutions to solve the systematic problems that have
created this crisis.

We are entering uncharted territory, in terms of how the earth’s
ecosystems may respond to the ever-increasing pressures capital-
ism places upon them. Left unchecked, the current fossil fuel econ-
omy will continue to wreck the climate with the burden on impacts
falling on the working class and LEDCs. We do not have faith that
capitalists — or their parliamentarian representatives — will act in
time to limit climate change in a meaningful way. The crisis they
perpetuate can only lead to an increase in state control of the econ-
omy, of our lives, of the borders, as the ruling class seeks to contain
social unrest and keep out climate refugees. We must take back con-
trol of our energy and production systems to create a new model
of equality between peoples and harmony with nature.



