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Sources for the population of Indigenous peoples prior to 1492
include:

» Henry F. Dobyns, Native American Historical Demography: A
Critical Bibliography, University of Indiana Press 1976; “Esti-
mating Aboriginal Population: An Appraisal of Techniques
with a New Hemispheric Estimate”, Current Anthropology,
no. 7, 1966.

« Pierre Chanu, Conquete et Exploitation de Nouveaux Mondes
(XVlIe Siecle), Paris 1969 (estimates population at 80-100 mil-
lion).

- William R. Jacobs, “The Tip of an Iceberg; Revisionism”, in
William and Mary Quarterly, No. 31, 1974 (estimates popula-
tion at 50—100 million).

« Woodrow Wilson Borah, “America as Model: The De-
mographic Impact of European Expansion Upon the
Non-European World”, in Actas y Memorias XXXV Congreso
Internacional de Americanistas, Mexico 1962 (estimates
population at 100 million). Source: Roxanne Dunbar Ortiz,
Indians of the Americas.
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Introduction

Throughout the year 1992, the various states which have profited
from the colonization of the Americas will be conducting lavish
celebrations of the “Discovery of the Americas”. Spain has spent
billion of dollars for celebrations in conjunction with Expo ‘92 in
Seville. In Columbus, Ohio, a $100 million quincentennial celebra-
tion plans on entertaining several million tourists. CELAM, the
association of South America’s Catholic bishops, has organized a
gathering to celebrate the “fifth centenary of the evangelization of
the Americas” to be presided over by the Pope. As well, there is
a wide selection of museum exhibits, films, TV shows, books and
many other products and activities focusing on Columbus and the
“Discovery”, all presenting one interpretation of the 500 years fol-
lowing 1492. The main thrust of this interpretation being that the
colonization process — a process of genocide — has, with a few “bad
spots”, been overall a mutually beneficial process. The “greatness”
of European religions and cultures was brought to the Indigenous
peoples, who in return shared the lands and after “accidentally”
being introduced to European disease, simply died off and whose
descendants now fill the urban ghettos as alcoholics and welfare
recipients. Of course, a few “remnants” of Indian cultures was re-
tained, and there are even a few “professional” Indian politicians
running around.

That was no “Discovery” — it was an American Indian Holo-
caust!

Until recently, commonly accepted population levels of the in-
digenous peoples on the eve of 1492 were around 10-15 million.
This number continues to be accepted by individuals and groups
who see 1492 as a “discovery” in which only a few million Indians
died — and then mostly from diseases. More recent demographic
studies place the Indigenous population at between 70 to 100 mil-
lion peoples, with some 10 million in North America, 30 million in
Mesoamerica, and around 50 to 70 million in South America.



Today, in spite of 500 years of a genocidal colonization, there
is an estimated 40 million Indigenous peoples in the Americas. In
Guatemala, the Mayan peoples make up 60.3 percent of the popu-
lation, and in Bolivia Indians comprise over 70 percent of the total
population. Despite this, these Indigenous peoples lack any con-
trol over their own lands and comprise the most exploited and op-
pressed layers of the population; characteristics that are found also
in other Indigenous populations in the settler states of the Ameri-
cas (and throughout the world).

The Pre-Columbian World

Before the European colonization of the Americas, in that time
of life scholars refer to as “Pre-history” or “Pre-Columbian”, the
Western hemisphere was a densely populated land. A land with its
own peoples and ways of life, as varied and diverse as any of the
other lands in the world.

In fact, it was not even called “America” by those peoples. If there
was any reference to the land as a whole it was as Turtle Island, or
Cuscatlan, or Abya-Yala.

The First Peoples inhabited every region of the Americas, living
within the diversity of the land and developing cultural lifeways
dependent on the land. Their numbers approached 70-100 million
peoples prior to the European colonization.

Generally, the hundreds of different nations can be summarized
within the various geographical regions they lived in. The common-
ality of cultures within these regions is in fact a natural develop-
ment of people building life-ways dependent on the land. As well,
there was extensive interaction and interrelation between the peo-
ple in these regions, and they all knew each other as nations.

In the Arctic region live(d) the Inuit and Aleut, whose lifeways
revolve(d) around the hunting of sea mammals (Beluga whales, wal-

history can be divided into 3 phases; before the arrival of the in-
vaders; these five hundred years; and that period, beginning today,
which we must define and build” (Campaign 500 Years of Resis-
tance and Popular Resistance).

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,
In the Spirit of Tupac Katari,

In Total Resistance.
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In Ecuador, from June 4 to 8™, 1990, a widespread Indige-
nous uprising paralyzed the country. Nearly all major roads
and highways were blocked, demonstrations and festivals of
up to 50,000 spread throughout the country, despite massive
police and military repression. Demonstrations were attacked,
protesters beaten, tear-gassed and shot. Through the coordination
of CONAIE (Confederacion de Nacionalidades del Ecuador) —
a national Indian organization formed in 1986 — a 16 point
“Mandate for the Defense, Life, and Rights of the Indigenous
Nationalities” was released. The demands included control of
Indian lands, constitutional and tax reforms, and the dissolution of
various government-controlled pseudo-Indian organizations. The
government agreed to negotiations on the demands; the uprising
had restricted food supplies to the urban areas, disrupted water
and electricity supply, closed down schools, and occupied oil
wells, airports, and radio stations. The Indigenous uprising had
effectively shut down the country.

In the 500 years since the Genocide first landed in the Caribbean,
it’s clear that the colonization process continues; the killings, thefts,
and destruction of natural life continues. The original conquista-
dors have been replaced by military forces and death squads in
the South, and by military and police forces in the North. Euro-
pean disease epidemics continue, now joined by deadly pesticides
and industrial pollutants. Slavery is gone, so we are told, but in
any case Indigenous peoples, Blacks, and poor Mestizos fill the
prisons in disproportionate numbers. And some things haven’t re-
ally changed at all: the original peoples still exist in conditions of
poverty, suicides, and the despair of alcoholism — conditions in-
troduced 500 years ago. But something else has also remained: the
spirit of resistance and the struggle against the colonizers. The re-
sistance against this genocide has been continuous and shows that
the people have neither been defeated nor conquered.

In this way, the Campaign for 500 Years of Indigenous Resistance
in 1992 forms an important point in this history: “In our continent,

74

ruses, etc.) and caribou, supplemented by fishing and trading with
the people to the south.

South of the Arctic, in the Subarctic region of what is today
Alaska, the Northwest Territories, and the northern regions of the
Canadian provinces, live(d) predominantly hunting and fishing
peoples. The variations of these lands range from open tundra to
forests and lakes, rivers, and streams. The Cree, Chipewyan, Kaska,
Chilcotin, Ingalik, Beothuk, and many other nations inhabit(ed)
this region, hunting bear, goats, and deer in the west, musk oxen
and caribou further north, or buffalo further south in the prairies.

Altogether in the Arctic and Subarctic regions there lived per-
haps as many as 100,000 people.

On the Pacific Northwest coast, stretching from the coasts of
Alaska and BC down to northern California, live(d) the Tlingit,
Haida, Tsimshian, Kwa-Kwa-Ka’wakw, Nuu-chah-nulth, Nuxalk,
Salish, Yurok, and many others. These peoples developed a lifeway
revolving around fishing. The peoples of this region numbered as
many as four million.

Between the Pacific coastal mountain range and the central
plains in what is today southern BC, Washington, Oregon,
Idaho and Montana, live(d) the Sahaptin (Nez Perce), Chopun-
nish, Shoshone, Siksikas (Blackfeet), and others. These peoples
numbered around 200,000.

To the east were people of the plains, encompassing a vast
region from Texas up to parts of southern Alberta, Saskatchewan,
and Manitoba, eastward to North and South Dakota, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Missouri, and Arkansas. Here, the Lakota (Sioux),
Cheyenne, Arapaho, plains Cree, Siksikas (of the Blackfeet
Confederacy, including the Blood and Peigan), Crow, Kiowa,
Shoshone, Mandan, and many others, numbered up to one million,
and the buffalo as many as 80 million before their slaughter by the
Europeans.

Further east, in the lands stretching from the Great Lakes to
the Atlantic coast, live(d) hunting, fishing, and farming peoples;



the Kanienkehake (Mohawks), Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca
(these five nations formed the Haudenosaunee — the People of the
Longhouse — also known as the Iroquois Confederacy), Ojibway,
Algonkin, Micmac, Wendat (Huron), Potowatomi, Tuscarora, and
others. In this woodland region, stretching from Ontario, Quebec,
and New York, down to the Carolinas, lived up to two million peo-
ples.

South of this area, from parts of the Virginias down to Florida,
west of the Gulf of Mexico including Mississippi and Louisiana,
live(d) The Muskogee-speaking Choctaw, Creek, and Chikasaw,
the Cherokee, Natchez, Tonkawa, Atakapa, and others. One of
the most fertile agricultural belts in the world, farming was well
established supplemented by hunting and fishing. These peoples
numbered between two and three million.

East of this area, in the south-western United States, extending
down to northern Mexico and California, live(d) agrarian and no-
madic peoples; the Pueblo, Hopi, Zuni, the Yumun-speaking Huala-
pai, Mojave, Yuma, and Cocopa, the Uto-Aztecan speaking Pimas
and Papagos, and the Athapascans consisting of the Navajo (Dine)
and Apache peoples. These peoples, altogether, numbered about
two million.

In the Mesoamerican region, including Mexico, Guatemala and
Belize, live(d) the numerous agricultural peoples, whose primary
staple was maize; the Aztecs, Texacoco, Tlacopan, and the Mayans
— in the Yucatan peninsula. Here, large city-states with stone and
brick buildings and pyramids, as well as extensive agrarian water-
ways consisting of dams and canals were built. Written languages
were published in books, and the study of astronomy and mathe-
matics was well established. A calendar system more accurate than
any in Europe during the 15" century was developed. Altogether,
these peoples numbered around 30-40 million.

In the Caribbean basin, including the coastal areas of Columbia,
Venezuela, Costa Rica, Honduras, and the many small islands such
as Cuba, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico etc., live(d) hunting, fishing, and

der — and began to move out of the area. They were, in theory,
walking home, refusing to surrender for they had committed no
“crimes” in defending sovereign Mohawk land. Needless to say, the
colonialist occupation forces disagreed and captured the defenders,
subjecting some of the Warriors to torture including beatings and
mock executions.

At the same time, members of the Peigan Lonefighter’s Society
had diverted the sacred Oldman River away from a dam system
in Alberta and confronted the RCMP. Milton Born With A Tooth
would subsequently be arrested for firing two warning shots into
the air. He has since been sentenced to 18 months.

As well, the Lil’wat nation in BC erected road blockades on their
traditional land in an assertion of their sovereignty as well as part
of the solidarity campaign with the Mohawks. Four months later
the RCMP would raid the blockade and arrest some 50 Lil’'wat and
supporters, on November 6. On November 24, a logging operation
on Lubicon Cree land in northern Alberta was attacked and some
$20,000 damage inflicted on vehicles and equipment. Thirteen Lu-
bicon Cree including Chief Bernard Ominayak were subsequently
charged with the action but have yet to be put on trial; a trial they
have refused to recognize as having any jurisdiction on Lubicon
Cree land.

During the same period, Indigenous peoples in South America
were carrying forward their struggles.

In Bolivia in October , 1990, some 800 Indians from the Amazon
region — Moxenos, Yuracares, Chimanes and Guaranies — walked
330 miles from the northern city of Trinidad to La Paz in a month-
long “March for Land and Dignity”. When the march reached the
mountain pass that separates the highlands from the Amazon
plains, thousands of Aymaras, Quechuas and Urus from across
the Bolivian highlands were there to greet them. Like their sisters
and brothers in North America, this march was against logging
operations as well as cattle ranching on Indian land.
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with all our might... Our Spirits are strong. We are to-
gether at last with ourselves and the world of our an-
cestors; we are proud before our children and our gen-
erations unborn... We are free. No yoke of white gov-
ernment oppression can contain us. We are free”

— Mohawk Nation Office, August 27, 1990.

In March 1990, the Mohawks of Kanesatake occupied the Pines
— traditional lands which also contain the peoples cemetery and a
lacrosse field — against the Municipality of Oka’s plans to expand
an adjacent golf course over the Pines. The golf course expansion
was part of Oka’s plans to expand a lucrative tourist industry. On
July 11, over 100 members of the Quebec Provincial Police (SQ) at-
tacked the barricades, opening fire on mostly women and children
and firing tear-gas and concussion grenades. Members of the Kah-
nawake Warrior’s Society and warriors from Kanesatake returned
fire. In the exchange of fire, one SQ officer was killed. Following the
fire-fight in the Pines and the retreat of the police, Warriors from
Kahnawake seized the Mercier Bridge — a major commuter bridge
into Montreal — to deter a second SQ attack. More barricades were
erected on roads and highways around both Kanesatake and Kah-
nawake by hundreds of Mohawk women and men — setting into
motion one of the longest armed stand-offs in North America in
recent history. The stand-off, which saw hundreds of police and
over 4,000 troops from the Canadian Armed Forces deployed, ini-
tiated widespread solidarity from Native peoples across Canada;
road and railway blockades were erected, Indian Affairs offices oc-
cupied, demonstrations held, and sabotage carried out against rail-
way bridges and electrical power lines. The vulnerability of such
infrastructure was well know, and in fact this possibility of an es-
calation of Native resistance was a main part of why there was no
massacre carried out against the Natives and supporters who held
out in the Treatment Centre. On September 26, the last remaining
defenders made the collective decision to disengage — not surren-
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agrarian peoples such as the Carib, Arawak, Warao, Yukpa, Pau-
janos, and others. These peoples numbered around five million.

In all of South America there were as many as 40-50 million
peoples.

In the Andean highlands of Peru and Chile live(d) the Inca
peoples, comprised of the Quechua and Aymara. In the south of
Chile live(d) the Mapuche, and in the lowland regions — including
the Amazon region — live(d) the Yanomami, Gavioe, Txukahame,
Kreen, Akarore, and others. South of the Amazon region, in Ar-
gentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay, live(d) the Ayoreo, Ache, Mataco,
Guarani, and many others. In the southernmost lands live(d) the
Qawasgar, Selk’nam, Onu, and others.

With a few exceptions, the First Nations were classless and com-
munitarian societies, with strong matrilineal features. The political
sphere of Indigenous life was not dominated by men, but in many
cases the responsibility of women. Elders held a position of impor-
tance and honour for their knowledge. There were no prisons, for
the First Nations peoples had well developed methods of resolving
community problems, and there was — from the accounts of elders
— very little in anti-social crime. Community decisions were most
frequently made by consensus and discussions amongst the people.

But the First Nations were not perfect, being humans they had,
and still have, their inconsistencies and practises that are not posi-
tive.

Some examples can be seen as the armed conflicts between na-
tions throughout the Americas, and practises of slavery amongst
the Pacific Northwest coast peoples and in the Mesoamerican
region. However, even here the forms of warfare reflected sim-
ilar developments throughout the world, and in any case never
approached the genocidal methods developed, in particular, in
Europe. Warfare was the practise of explicitly warrior societies.
The accounts of slavery, although there is no way to explain it
away, differed sharply from the Europeans in that it was not based



on racism, nor was it a fundamental characteristic which formed
the economic basis of these societies.

The history of the First Nations must always be analyzed criti-
cally; those who tell us that history are rarely ever of the Indige-
nous peoples.

The Genocide Begins

“Their bodies swelled with greed, and their hunger was
ravenous.”

— Aztec testimonial

On October 12, 1492, sailing aboard the Santa Maria under
finance from the Spanish crown, Cristoforo Colombo stumbled
upon the island of Guanahani (believed to be San Salvador), in the
Caribbean region. Initially charting a new trade route to Asian
markets, the outcome of Colombo’s voyage would quickly prove
far more lucrative than the opening of new trade routes, as far as
Europe was concerned.

It was on Guanahani that Colombo first encountered Taino
Arawaks, whom he titled ‘Indians’, believing he had in fact
reached Asia. For this initial encounter, Colombo’s own log stands
as testimony to his own greed:

“No sooner had we concluded the formalities of taking
possession of the island than people began to come to
the beach... They are friendly and well-dispositioned
people who bear no arms except for small spears.

“They ought to make good and skilled servants... I
think they can easily be made Christians, for they
seem to have no religion. If it pleases Our Lord, I will

10

was reduced to 10% and over the next 100 years to 3%.
We retain nominal rights to about 3% of our original
territory within the USA today. Native peoples were
consigned to what was thought to be the most use-
less possible land... Ironically, from the perspective of
the Predator, this turned out to be the land which con-
tained about 2/3 of what the US considers to be its do-
mestic uranium reserve. Perhaps 25% of the readily ac-
cessible low-sulphur coal. Perhaps 1/5 of the oil and
natural gas. Virtually all of the copper and bauxite...
There is gold. There are renewable resources and wa-

ter rights in the arid west”.5!

Similar comparisons can be found in Canada and the countries
of South and Central America. With massive changes in industrial-
ization and in energy demands, along with new technologies in lo-
cating and extracting resources, the colonization process has, since
the Second World War, entered a new phase. Along with these
flashpoints arising from the “Last Indian War: For Energy”, there
is the daily demands of capital in other industries such as forestry,
fishing, rubber, agriculture, ranching, etc. and in land for military
weapons testing, training, etc.

Taking these developments since World War 2, and the coloniza-
tion process prior t this, an understanding of the history of Indige-
nous resistance becomes clearer. Most importantly, however, is un-
derstanding that this resistance continues today.

In Total Resistance

“Now that war is being forced upon us, we will turn
our hearts and minds to war and it too we will wage

5! bid, pg. 6.
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exploration, the Mackenzie Valley pipeline, uranium mining in
Saskatchewan, etc. In the US, the new energy policies precipitated
various attacks on Native nations.

In 1974, Public Law 93-531 was passed authorizing the partition
of joint Hopi and Navajo lands in northern Arizona and the forced
relocation of some 13,000 people. The purpose of the relocation was
ostensibly to resolve a false “Hopi-Navajo land dispute”. In fact,
there is some 19 billion tons of coal in this land. Another example
is that of Wounded Knee. During World War 2, a north-western
portion of the Pine Ridge reservation was “borrowed” by the fed-
eral government for use as an aerial gunnery range. It was to be
returned when the war ended.

“Well, the war ended in 1945 and along about 1970,
some of the traditional people one the reserve started
asking ‘Where is our land? We want it back’. What
had happened was that a certain agency...NASA, had
circled a satellite and that satellite was circled in
co-operation with...the National Uranium Research
and Evaluations Institute... What they discovered was
that there was a particularly rich uranium deposit

within...the gunnery range”.%°

Dick Wilson was put in place as Tribal Council President, fi-
nanced, supplied and backed by the government, with the purpose
of having him sign over the gunnery range lands to the US govern-
ment. On June 26, 1975, Dick Wilson signed this 10 per cent of the
Pine Ridge reserve land to the federal government; the same day
that the FBI raided the AIM encampment.

“In a period barely exceeding 200 years, the 100% of
the territory which was in Indigenous hands in 1600,

% Ward Churchill, “Leonard Peltier, Political Prisoner: A Case History of the
Land Rip-Offs”, Red Road, No. 2, June 1991, pg. 6.
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take six of them to Your Highnesses when I depart”
(from Colombo’s log, October 12, 1492).!

True to his word, if little else, Colombo kidnapped about 9
Taino during his journey through the Bahamas, and anticipated
even more kidnappings and enslavement,

“...these people are very unskilled in arms. Your High-
nesses will see this for yourselves when I bring you the
seven that I have taken. After they learn our languages
I shall return them, unless Your Highnesses order that
the entire population be taken to Castille, or held cap-
tive here. With 50 men you could subject everyone and
make them do what you wished” (Colombo’s log, Oc-
tober 14, 1492).2

Throughout Colombo’s log of this first voyage, there is constant
reference to the notion that the Taino believe the Europeans to be
descended from heaven, despite the fact that [neither] Colombo
nor any of his crew understood Arawak. Another consistency in
Colombo’s log is the obsession with gold, to which there are 16 ref-
erences in the first two weeks alone, 13 in the following month, and
46 more in the next five weeks, despite the fact that Colombo found
very little gold on either Guanahani or any of the other islands he
landed on.

In a final reference to Colombo’s log, one can also find the dual
mission Colombo undertook,

“..Your Highnesses must resolve to make them (the
Taino — Oh-Toh-Kin ed.) Christians. I believe that if
this effort commences, in a short time a multitude of

! Robert H. Fuson, The Log of Christopher Colombus, International Marine
Publishing Co., Maine 1987, pg. 76.

? Ibid, pg. 80. Colombo was inconsistent on the actual number of Taino he
kidnapped.
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peoples will be converted to our Holy Faith, and Spain
will acquire great domains and riches and all of their
villages. Beyond doubt there is a very great amount
of gold in this country... Also, there are precious
stones and pearls, and an infinite quantity of spices”
(Colombo’s log, November 11, 1492).3

The duality of Colombo’s mission, and the subsequent European
invasion that followed, was the Christianization of non-Europeans
and the expropriation of their lands. The two goals are not un-
connected; “Christianization” was not merely a program for Eu-
ropean religious indoctrination, it was an attack on non-European
culture (one barrier to colonization) and a legally and morally sanc-
tioned form of war for conquest. “Even his name was prophetic to
the world he encountered — Christopher Columbus translates to
‘Christ-bearer Colonizer’”.*

Still on his first voyage, Colombo meandered around the
Caribbean and eventually established the first Spanish settlement,
‘Natividad’, on the island of Hispaniola (today Haiti and the Do-
minican Republic). Leaving about 35 men on Hispaniola, Colombo
and his crew returned to Spain to gather the materials and men
needed for the coming colonization, and to report to the crown on
his journey.

In September, 1493, Colombo returned to Hispaniola with a fleet
of 17 ships and 1,200 men. The detachment that had been left on
Hispaniola had been destroyed following outrages by the Spaniards
against the Taino. The resistance had already begun.

Colombo would make four voyages in all, the remaining two in
1498 and 1502. His voyages around the Caribbean brought him to
what is now Trinidad, Panama, Jamaica, Venezuela, Dominica, and
several other islands — capturing Native peoples for slavery and
extorting gold through a quota of a hawks bell of gold dust to be

? Ibid, pg. 107.
* Akwesasne Notes, Vol. 9, No. 4.
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War. In the post-War economic boom, plans for new energy poli-
cies began to be formulated in the US and Canada. As already noted,
one aspect of these plans was based on uranium mining and its ap-
plication in nuclear energy and weapons systems. As well, plans for
diverting water and/or hydro-electric power from Canada to the
US were also formulated in 1964 through the North American Wa-
ter and Power Alliance (NAWAPA). Following the 1973 “Oil Crisis”,
plans for developing “internal” energy sources were intensified. In
the US, this energy policy was dubbed “Project Independence”.

“It seems clear that the US government has anticipated
that American natives — like those of other colonized
areas of the world who have tried to resist the theft of
their natural resources — might put up a fight... [T]his
seems the most logical conclusion to draw from Sen-
ate Bill 826, an expansion of the Federal Energy Act of
1974 into a US centred ‘comprehensive energy policy’.
Section 616 of this Bill proposes that the Energy Ad-
ministrator ‘is authorized to provide for participation
of military personnel in the performance of his func-
tions’ and that armed forces personnel so assigned will
be, in effect, an independent ‘energy-army’, under the

direct control of the Department of Energy”.®

As well, in 1971 a group of electrical power generation compa-
nies and government resources bureaucrats issued the North Cen-
tral Power Study, “which proposed the development of coal strip
mining in Montana, Wyoming, and the Dakotas...”.>®

In Canada, these plans can be seen in the hydro-electric projects
built in Manitoba and in James Bay, northern Quebec. There

was also the penetration of the Canadian north with oil and gas

% Paula Giese, “The Last Indian War: For Energy”, Report on the Third Inter-
national Indian Treaty Conference, June 15-19 1977.
59 11
Ibid.
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“The thrust of the Treaty Conference is for recognition
of treaties by the US as a means of restoring sovereign
relations between the native nations and that country.
Then, there will be moves to control exploitation, re-
turn control of native lands to...the native nation, and
a return of forms of government appropriate to each
nation”.®

The IITC was the first Indian organization to apply for and
receive UN Non-Governmental status. Delegates from the IITC,
CRIC, and other South and Central American Indigenous organiza-
tions formed the basis for developing legalistic frameworks based
on international laws aimed at restoring sovereign nation status
for First Nations. Conferences such as the 1977 UN-sponsored
NGO meeting on “problems of Western Hemisphere Indigenous
Peoples” or the Fourth International Russell Tribunal in 1980
were organized to examine and document the continuation of
genocidal practises, and to develop policies concerning these
issues/ The end result of these conferences appears to be a forum
for documenting genocide, and, at best, exerting some level of
international pressure on particular countries. As AIM member
Russell Means has stated, “It appears useless to appeal to the US or
its legal system to restore its honor by honoring its treaties”.>’ In
light of the recent UN role in the US-led Gulf War, and its recent
repeal of the condemnation of Zionism as racism, the UN itself
seems useless.

The Struggle for Land

As previously discussed, the world economic system underwent
profound changes following and as a result of the Second World

% “North American Sovereign Nations”, Akwesasne Notes, Vol. 8 No. 4, pg.
16.
7 Akwesasne Notes, Vol. 8 No. 6.
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supplied by every Native over the age of 14 every 3 months. Fail-
ure to fill the quota often entailed cutting the ‘violators’ hands off
and leaving them to bleed to death. Hundreds of Carib and Arawak
were shipped to Spain as slaves under Colombo’s governorship, 500
alone following his second voyage. Indeed, the absence of a “great
amount of gold” in the Caribbean had Colombo devising another
method of financing the colonization: “The savage and cannibal-
istic Carib should be exchanged as slaves against livestock to be
provided by merchants in Spain”

Colombo died in 1506, but following his initial voyage to the
Americas, wave upon wave of first Spanish, then Portuguese,
Dutch, French and British expeditions followed, carrying with
them conquistadors, mercenaries, merchants, and Christian
missionaries.

Hispaniola served as the first beachhead, used by the Spanish
as a staging ground for armed incursions and reconnaissance mis-
sions, justified through the ‘Christianization’ program; one year
after Colombo’s first voyage, Pope Alexander VI in his inter cetera
divina papal bull granted Spain all the world not already possessed
by Christian states, excepting the region of Brazil, which went to
Portugal.

While the Spanish laid the groundwork for their colonization
plans, other European nations began to send their own expeditions.

In 1497, Giovanni Caboto Motecataluna (John Cabot), financed
by England, crossed the Atlantic and charted the Atlantic coast of
North America. Under the commission of Henry VII to “conquer,
occupy, and possess” the lands of “heathens and infidels”, Cabot re-
connoitered the Newfoundland coast — kidnapping three Micmacs
in the process.

At around the same time, Gaspar Corte Real, financed by Por-
tugal, reconnoitered the Labrador and Newfoundland coasts, kid-
napping 57 Beothuks to be sold as slaves to offset the cost of the
expedition.
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Meanwhile, Amerigo Vespucci — for whom the Americas were
named after — and Alonso de Ojedo, on separate missions for Spain,
reconnoitered the west Indies and the Pacific coast of South Amer-
ica. Ojedo was actively carrying out slave raids, and was killed by
a warrior’s poisoned arrow for his efforts.

From the papal bull of 1493 and a subsequent Treaty of Torde-
sillas (1494), Portugal had been given possession of Brazil. In 1500,
the Portuguese admiral Pedro Alvares Cabral formally claimed the
land for the Portuguese crown.

Now that the initial reconnaissance missions had been com-
pleted, the invasion intensified and expanded. In 1513, Ponce de
Leon, financed by Spain, attempted to land in Florida, but was
driven off by 80 Calusa war canoes.

From 1517 to 1521, the Spanish conquistador Hernando Cortes
laid waste to the Aztec empire in Mexico, capturing the capital city
of Tenochtitlan and killing millions in a ruthless campaign for gold.

Shortly afterwards, in 1524, Pedro de Alvarado invaded the re-
gion of El Salvador, attacking the Cuscatlan, Pipeles, and Quiche
peoples. In Guatemala Alvarado conducted eight major campaigns
against the Mayans, and while he and his men were burning people
alive, the Catholic priests accompanying him were busy destroying
Mayan historical records (that is, while they weren’t busy direct-
ing massacres themselves). Alvarado’s soldiers were rewarded by
being allowed to enslave the survivors.

In 1531, the Spaniard Francisco Pizarro invaded the region of
the Incas (now Peru). Taking advantage of an internal struggle be-
tween two Inca factions led by the brothers Huascar and Atahualpa,
Pizarro succeeded in subjugating the Incas by 1533.

Ten years later, Pedro de Valdivia claimed Chile for the Spanish
crown, although fierce resistance by the Mapuche nation restricted
the Spanish to the northern and central regions. Valdivia was even-
tually killed in battle by Mapuche warriors.

During this same period, Jacques Cartier, financed by France in
1534, was reconnoitering the eastern regions of what would be-
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Kenora, from July 22 to August 8. Two months earlier, Mohawks
from Akwesasne and Kahnawake had occupied Moss Lake in up-
per state New York, reclaiming and renaming the area Ganienkeh
— Land of the Flint, the traditional name for the Kanienkehake, Peo-
ple of the Flint. After a shooting incident between White vigilantes
and Mohawks, police insisted on entering Ganienkeh to investigate
but were refused entry. As the thre