CHAPTER XII. Of the
imperious Tone and political
Views of St. Paul

It appears by the writings attributed to Paul himself that the em-
pire which he exercised over the members whom he had added to
his sect, was not one of mildness. In proof of this, may be cited
the manner in which this spiritual despot speaks to the faithful
of Corinth. "Moreover (says he) I call God for a record upon my
soul, that to spare you, I came not as yet into Corinth™! Again,
“For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you,
whether ye be obedient in all things?”. He threatens the Corinthi-
ans, and says to them, "if I come again I will not spare” Again he jus-
tifies the tone in which he talks, by saying, "Therefore I write these
things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, ac-
cording to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification,
and not to destruction It is probably by virtue of this right of
chastising, here assumed by St. Paul, that the Pontiffs and Priests
of the Christians have since arrogated to themselves an unlimited
spiritual power over, the thoughts of their subjects. Their empire
extended itself by degrees over their persons; Christian priests, ex-
ceeding the Apostle to whom the Lord had given this power to
edify, availed themselves of it to destroy those whom they found
not sufficiently submissive to their decisions. If St. Paul did not ex-

! 2 Corinthians, chap. i. ver. 23.
% 9 Corinthians, chap. ii. ver. 9.
* 2 Corinthians, chap. xiii. ver. 2. and 10.
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over a great number of devotees. Thus, under every point of view,
we see that our Apostle, whether in his conversion, or in his preach-
ing, was every thing but negligent of his interest. All missionaries
have necessarily ambition; they propose to themselves the pleasure
of governing minds, and every thing proves that Paul was not ex-
empt from a passion inherent in all founders of sects. And further
having once established his ecclesiastical power, we often see him
taking care of his temporal interests, and making his flock feel how
just it is that the priest should live by the altar; in a word to occupy
himself with the emoluments of his preaching. "Let him,” says he,
“that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth
in all good things.?” He speaks in the same tone to the Thessaloni-
cans (chap. v. ver. 12.) He likewise recommends them an abundant
charity.

It remains to be observed, St. Paul is not like his successors
ungrateful for the benefits which he has received. He thanks the
Philippians for having twice assisted him in his need. It appears
that in his time the Apostles did not possess the divine right that
men had the goodness to give them: but the clergy have since
asserted that they hold from God alone, that which they obtained
from the generosity of princes and people, which evidently frees
them from the necessity of showing gratitude to any one.

2 Epis, to Galatians, chap. vi. ver. 6.
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one of the first posts, even amongst beggars, than of cringing in an
infamous and dishonourable capacity, under avaricious, haughty
and disdainful priests. Indeed Paul himself tells us that he had
relations of considerable note among the apostles, who having
embraced the faith before him, might have laboured with success
for the conversion of a man so disposed.’

The persecutions that he had excited against the disciples could
not have put any very serious obstacles in the way of his admission
into the apostolic college: nothing was required but to explain and
agree upon facts. The chiefs of the sect were very much flattered
at seeing the conquest made by their party of an inconvenient ad-
versary, who came of his own accord, and offered his services. His
conversion, effected by a miracle, did honour to his mission, and
showed the vulgar the protection of heaven, which changed the
heart of the most bitter enemy of the Christians. As Paul was not
ignorant that in this sect great value was set upon miracles, visions
and revelations, he thought this was the most favourable door by
which he could enter, and render himself acceptable to the Apos-
tles; they received him with open arms well assured of the sincerity
of a man who after having made such an uproar could not recede
without making himself equally odious both to Jews and Christians.
St. Paul amongst other talents which rendered him a fit person to
propagate the new religion, understood, according to appearances,
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, whilst in spite of the gift of tongues, we
do not find, that the other apostles possessed these advantages. In
fact we see them remain at Jerusalem, preaching to the Jews only,
whilst the new apostle extended his spiritual conquests, into the
provinces of Asia and Greece, where it appears that without him
the Gospel would not have been preached so soon.

Once connected with the new sect, Paul had doubtless a great in-
terest in spreading it, in strengthening his party, and making con-
verts in order to gain support, and have the pleasure of reigning

! Epis, to Romans, chap. xvi. verse 7.
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to the profane, it is because Paul has said, it is better to marry than
to burn. It is notwithstanding probable that the conversion of St.
Paul was occasioned by other motives than the anecdote related
by the Acts of the Ebionites, which appears exposed to many
objections. In fact, according to these Acts, Paul was a pagan born,
was made a proselyte, and consequently he could not, without
having been guilty of great folly, pretend to the daughter of a high
priest, whose dignity was so eminent amongst the Jews. On the
other hand according to the writings adopted by the Christians
of our time, St. Paul was of the tribe of Benjamin, and would not
have been permitted to marry the daughter of a high priest, who
must necessarily have been of the tribe of Levi. Again Paul was
a mechanic, a tent-maker, a situation which must have deprived
him of all hope of an alliance so illustrious as that of a sovereign
Pontiff. Thus unless we suppose that love had totally blinded our
hero, to the obstacles which naturally opposed themselves to his
desires, there is reason to believe that his conversion, or change of
party, originated from other motives, than the chagrin of seeing
his amours frustrated. There is reason to believe that Paul being
of a very unquiet genius, was tired of his trade: desirous of trying
his fortune, and living without work, he became the spy of the
priests and the informer against the Christians. Dissatisfied with
the priests, who perhaps had not rewarded him to the extent of
his expectations, he joined the new sect, which assisted by his
talents promised good success, or even a probability that he might
become the head; at least he might fairly calculate on an easy and
honourable subsistence without being obliged to make tents, In
fact he saw, that the apostles, who were vulgar men much inferior
to himself, lived very well at the expence of the new converts,
who eagerly brought their wealth and laid it at the apostles feet,
consequently Paul was sensible, how easy it was for him to live in
the same way, and provide himself a very comfortable birth, in a
sect, in which he felt himself capable of playing a very important
part. His ambition must have been more gratified with occupying
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CHAPTER XI. Of the
Disinterestedness of St. Paul

In narrowly examining into the conduct of our Apostle, we
shall have much difficulty in discovering that disinterestedness
with which his partizans are so desirous of investing him. We have
already exposed the natural motives which may have contributed
to his conversion. If it be true as the Acts of the Apostles, adopted
by the Ebionites or Nazarenes, asserts, that St. Paul flattered
himself with the idea of marrying the high priest’s daughter, and
failed in the project, the disappointment might to a man of his
passionate and hasty temper, be a motive sufficient to determine
him to change sides, and from being as we have shewn him to
have been the spy and satellite of the priests, basely seeking to
gain their good will, by becoming the agent in their furies against
the disciples of Jesus; to declare himself in favour of those, who
were their greatest enemies. It was perhaps the ill success of
Paul’s amours, that determined him to a life of celibacy, and to
boast of it as meritorious, whilst according to the Jewish law,
nothing was held in less repute than this state. This holy man
would doubtless transform into a virtue, a conduct, which in
him was nothing but chagrin and ill temper. He asserts that it is
good for men to abstain from women; consequently our clergy
have regarded celibacy as a virtue: they have fancied themselves
obliged to imitate the great St. Paul even in his resentments
against the sex. They have flattered themselves with the idea of
being able to resist like him the temptations of the flesh, which
often torments them,; if they have indulgently permitted marriage
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The examination that now remains for us to make of some fea-
tures in the conduct of our apostle, and of some passages in the
writings which are attributed to him, will serve better than any rea-
soning to determine the judgment, we ought to come to respecting
this person. Let us then hear what he has to say for himself. This
analysis will shew us whether Paul was so sincere, disinterested,
humble, mild, and upright as his partizans, maintain him to have
been.

St. Paul in speaking of himself says: "That he knew a man who
was caught up into the third heaven, and that there he heard un-
speakable words, which it was not lawful for man to utter!” It ap-
pears in the first place that no one but a man of a very heated imag-
ination could with sincerity pretend to have been caught up into
the third Heaven; and no one but an impostor, could assert such
a fact without being persuaded of it. In the second place we may
ask of what use could it be to mankind that St. Paul should hear in
the third heaven, unspeakable words, that is to say, such as it was
unlawful for man to utter? What should we think of a man who
should come and assure us, that he possessed a secret most impor-
tant to our happiness, but yet one which he was not permitted to
divulge? Thus the voyage of St. Paul is either a chimera engendered
by a sickly brain, or a fable, contrived by a cheat, who sought to
make himself respected by boasting of the peculiar favours of the
almighty. This voyage then was perfectly useless, since it was not
permitted him who made it to relate that which he learnt from it.
In short there is malice in St. Paul thus irritating the curiosity of
his hearers and refusing to satisfy it. Under whatever point of view
then we behold this history or tale of Paul’s ravishment into the
third heaven, it can be of no utility to us, and reflects but little hon-
our upon himself.

! 2 Corinthians, chap. xii. ver. 2, 3, 4.
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CHAPTER X. Of the
Enthusiasm of St. Paul

It appears certain that this apostle was filled with enthusiasm
and zeal. It will perhaps be asked whether we have a right to regard
him as an impostor? a thousand examples prove to us, that nothing
is more common, than to witness enthusiasm, zeal and imposture
united in the same person. The most sincere enthusiast is gener-
ally a man whose passions are turbulent, and capable of blinding
him; he takes his passions for divine impulses, be deludes himself,
and if we may be allowed the expression, gets intoxicated with his
own wine. A man who at first engages in a particular cause from
motives of interest, or ambition, very frequently finishes by attach-
ing himself to it with sincerity and with strength proportioned to
the sacrifices he may have made for it. If he succeed in persuad-
ing himself, that the cause of his passions is the cause of God, he
will make no scruple of supporting it by all sorts of means, he will
sometimes allow the use of artifice, deceit, and oblique ways of
maintaining the opinions of which he happens to be convinced. It
is thus we daily see very zealous devotees, employ deception, fraud,
and sometimes crime, in support of the interests of religion, i. e. of
the cause they have embraced.

Thus although in the first instance the desire of being revenged
on the priests, or ambitious views, may have determined St. Paul to
join the sect of Christians, he might have been able by degrees to
attach himself strongly to it, to persuade himself that it was prefer-
able to the religion of the Jews, and to employ objectionable means,
in order to make it succeed in the world.

50

INTRODUCTION. EPISTLE
DEDICATORY TO M. L. N.

Sir, In our last conversation you appeared to me, very much smit-
ten with St. Paul and his works; you recommended me to reperuse
his writings; assuring me that I should there find arguments well
calculated to shake incredulity and confirm a Christian in his faith.

Although the actions of this celebrated Apostle, related in the
Acts, and his doctrine contained in his Epistles, were already per-
fectly known to me, yet to conform myself to your desires, and
give you proofs of my docility, I have again read those works, and
I can assure you that I have done it with the greatest attention. You
will judge of that yourself, by the reflections I send you; they will
at least prove to you that I have read with attention. A superficial
glance is only likely to deceive us or leave us in error. The passions
and the prejudices of men prevent them from examining with can-
dour, and from their indolence they are often disgusted with the
researches necessary for discovering truth; that has also been with
so much care veiled from their eyes: but it is in vain to cover it, its
splendour will sooner or later shine forth; the works of enthusiasm
or imposture, will always end by betraying themselves. As for the
rest, read and judge. You will find, I think, at least, some reasons
for abating a little from that high opinion, that prejudice gives us
of the Apostle of the Gentiles, and of the religious system of the
Christians, of which St. Paul was evidently the true architect. I am
not ignorant that it is very difficult to undo at one blow the ideas
to which the mind has been so long accustomed; but whatever may



be your judgment it will not alter the sentiments of friendship and
attachment which are due to the goodness of your heart.
I am, &c, &c.

enamoured with any object in which they have placed their happi-
ness.

St. Paul has been held up to us as a man divested of all personal
views. His humility, constancy, disinterestedness, and patience,
have been advanced, as undoubted proofs of his sincerity, and pure
zeal for his religion. But we say that all these things prove nothing
but his violent desire for success. The preachers of an infant
and oppressed sect, destitute of power, must always announce
themselves with much suppleness, mildness and humility; an
ambitious man must in order to gain men’s hearts, effect much
moderation and appear disinterested; besides he is sure of losing
nothing, when he shall succeed in establishing his empire over
the mind. Do devotees ever neglect their spiritual guides? In short
patience and constancy are necessary in all enterprises; every
man who would crown a great adventure with success, ought
to avoid hastiness. Nevertheless if we turn to the history of St.
Paul, we shall see that patience was not always his ruling virtue;
he very often spoiled his plans by his eagerness, and especially
he alienated the minds of the Jews, rather than converted them
to his opinions. He would perhaps have succeeded much better
with them, had he kept a better government over his impetuous
temper, at which it appears his coadjutors often revolted. Devo-
tees generally mistake that for zeal, which is but a vice in their
character, and an imprudence in their conduct. The bitter reply
that Paul made to the High Priest, proves that our Apostle was not
excessively enduring, and forgot, at least, on some occasions his
Christian patience.
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sect, he felt how easily he could eclipse them, and constitute him-
self the chief.

There is reason to believe that these were the true motives of
Paul’s conversion; a mind of his stamp in declaring itself on the side
of the new sect, at once satisfied its vengeance and ambition. It was
then very easy for Ananias to make him listen to reason. The apos-
tles were not slow in discovering the value of their new acquisition;
they acknowledged the superiority of such a man; they foresaw the
advantages the rising sect would derive from his knowledge, his ac-
tive and persevering genius and intrepidity of character. Thus we
see the new Apostle, from the moment that he was enrolled in the
Apostolic College, perform the principal part, and throw his coad-
jutors completely in the shade. These contented with preaching at
Jerusalem, seldom showed themselves at a distance from this city,
whilst our hero, continually traversed the provinces, made spiritual
conquests, and strengthened in a hundred places the cause of the
disciples of Christ, now become his own. In a word Paul now be-
comes the soul of his sect; his enthusiasm extends itself; he braves
danger when it is necessary to increase the number of his partizans;
his ambition is flattered by the empire that he has gained; crosses,
fatigues, imprisonments, and blows are not capable of abating his
ardour; determined to succeed at any cost he sacrifices every thing
to the desire that he has of extending those opinions, which give
him the power of reigning over the minds of men. He knew well
that no-empire upon earth is more grateful or stronger than that
of opinion.

Nothing appears that ought to induce us to regard the activity,
obstinate constancy, and courage of Paul as miraculous or super-
natural effects. We find the same zeal, and frequently the same in-
trepidity and obstinacy in all those strongly animated by ambition
or any other passion. Obstacles but serve generally to irritate ener-
getic minds, more and more, they make a merit of braving dangers;
torture, and even death, cannot restrain those who are thoroughly
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CHAPTER 1. Is the Conversion

of St. Paul a proof in favour of
the Christian Religion?

Many theologians would make us regard the miraculous conver-
sion and apostleship of St. Paul as one of the strongest proofs of the
truth of Christianity. But in viewing the thing closely it appears
that this conversion, far from proving any thing in favour of this
religion, invalidates the other proofs of it, in fact, our doctors con-
tinually assure us that the Christian religion draws its strongest
proofs from the prophecies of the Old Testament, whilst there is
not in fact a single one of these prophecies that can be literally ap-
plied to the Messiah of the Christians. St. Paul himself willing to
make use of these oracles of the Jewish nation to prove the mission
of Christ, is obliged to distort them, and to seek in them a mystical,
allegorical, and figurative sense. On the other side, how can these
prophecies made by Jews and addressed to Jews, serve as proofs
of the doctrine of St. Paul, who had evidently formed the design
of altering, or even of destroying, the Jewish religion, in order to
raise a new system on its ruins? Such being the state of things,
what real connection, or what relation, can there be between the
religious system of the Jews, and that of St. Paul? For this Apos-
tle to have had the right of making use of the Jewish prophecies, it
would have been necessary that he should have remained a Jew; his
conversion to Christianity evidently deprived him of the privilege
of serving himself, by having recourse to the prophecies belonging
to a religion that he had just abandoned, and the ruin of which he



meditated. True prophecies can only be found in a divine religion,
and a religion truly divine, can neither be altered, reformed, nor
destroyed: God himself, if he is immutable, could not change it.

In fact, might not the Jews have said to St. Paul, "Apostate that
you are! you believe in our prophecies, and you come to destroy
the religion founded upon the same prophecies. If you believe in
our oracles, you are forced to believe that the religion which you
have quitted is a true religion and divinely inspired. If you say, that
God has changed his mind, you are impious in pretending that God
could change, and was not sufficiently wise, to give at once to his
people a perfect worship, and one which had no need of being re-
formed. On the other side, do not the reiterated promises of the
Most High, confirmed by paths to our fathers, assure us, that his
alliance with us should endure eternally? You are then an impos-
tor, and, according to our law, we ought to exterminate you; seeing
that Moses, our divine legislator, orders us to put to death, who-
ever shall have the temerity to preach to us a new worship, even
though he should confirm his mission by prodigies. The God that
you preach is not the God of our fathers: you say that Christ is his
son; but we know that God has no son. You pretend that this son,
whom we have put to death as a false prophet, has risen from the
dead, but Moses has not spoken of the resurrection; thus your new
God and your dogmas are contrary to our law, and consequently
we ought to hold them in abhorrence” In short these same Jews
might have said to St. Paul: You deceive yourself in saying, that
you are the disciple of Jesus, your Jesus was a Jew, during the whole
of his life he was circumcised, he conformed himself to all the le-
gal ordinances; he often protested that he came to accomplish, and
not to abolish the law; whilst you in contempt of the protestations
of the Master, whose Apostle you say you are, take the liberty of
changing this holy law, of decrying it, of dispensing with its most
essential ordinances.”

Moreover the conversion of St. Paul strangely weakens the
proof that the Christian religion draws from the miracles of Jesus
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CHAPTER IX. Reflections on
the Life and Character of St.
Paul

Such is in a few words the life of St. Paul whom we are justly
entitled to regard as the principal founder of the Christian Religion.
In fact it appears that without him, the ignorant and rude disciples
of Jesus, would never have been able to spread their sect. In order
to succeed they required a man of greater information and activity,
more enterprising and enthusiastic, and possessing more dexterity
than any of those, who composed the apostolic college, before it
was joined by Paul. In him we see all those qualities united, which
made him of all others, the most fitted to lay the foundation of a
new sect. He knew how to profit by the lessons he had received
from Gamaliel; from him he had acquired a profound knowledge
of the Jewish Scriptures, and learnt the art of explaining them in an
allegorical sense, or, in other words, the Cabala by which we may
find in these books whatever we desire.

It can hardly be doubted that our Apostle, possessed much en-
ergy and ambition. We first see him persecuting the disciples of Je-
sus with ardour; and with the view of gaining his ends, and making
court to the priests, stoop to the trade of informer and spy. Appar-
ently he expected by these means to advance himself, but seeing
the futility of these ambitious hopes, and probably despised and
neglected even by those whom he had thus zealously served; he
changes his batteries, threw himself upon the enemies side, and
seeing the abilities of those whom he found at the head of the new
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by inspired authors, nor eye witnesses, they are founded on tradi-
tions only, that is to say, popular rumour, which many persons do
not respect so much as the Pope, and the clergy seem to desire.

At the risk then of uncovering Peter to cover Paul” we say that
all these reasons, seem at least to authorize a doubt respecting the
voyage of St. Peter to Rome, at any rate the Acts of the Apostles ap-
pears to insinuate that Paul was the true founder of the see of Rome.
He must then be regarded as the first Pope. Besides the popes have
adopted his maxims, and faithfully imitate his policy in many re-
spects; this would easily be proved by comparing the almost con-
stant principles of the church of Rome, with those of our Apostle,
which we shall soon have occasion to examine.
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Christ and his Apostles. According to the evangelists themselves
the Jews were not at all convinced by these miracles. The tran-
scendant prodigy of the resurrection of Christ, the wonders since
wrought by some of his adherents did not contribute more to
their conversion. St. Paul believed nothing of them at first, he
was a zealous persecutor of the first Christians to such a degree,
that, according to the Christians, nothing short of a new miracle,
performed for him alone, was able to convert him; which proves
to us that there was, at least, a time when St. Paul did not give
any credit to the wonders that the partisans of Jesus related at
Jerusalem.

He needed a particular miracle to believe in those miracles, that
we are obliged to believe in at the time in which we live, without
heaven operating any new prodigy to demonstrate to us the truth
of them.
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CHAPTER II. Opinions of the
first Christians upon the Acts
of the Apostles, and upon the
Epistles and Person of St. Paul.

It is in the Acts of the Apostles, and the Epistles of St. Paul, that
we find the details of his life and the system of his doctrine; but,
how can we be certain of the authenticity of these works, whilst
we see many of the first Christians doubt and reject them as apoc-
ryphal? We find, in fact, that from the earliest period of the church,
entire sects of Christians, who believed that many of the Epistles
published under the name of this Apostle, were not really his. The
Marcionites were confident that the gospels were filled with fals-
hoods, and Marcion, their head, pretended that his gospel was the
only true one.

The Manicheans, who formed a very numerous sect at the com-
mencement of Christianity, rejected as false, all the New Testament,
and produced other writings, quite different, which they gave as au-
thentic. The Corinthians, as well as the Marcionites, did not admit
the Acts of the Apostles. The Encratites and the Severians did not
adopt either the Acts or the Epistles of St. Paul. St. John Chrysos-
tom in a homily, which he has made upon the Acts, says, that in
his time (that is to say, towards the end of the fourth century)
many men were ignorant not only of the name of the author, or of
the collector of these Acts, but even did not know this work. The
Valentinians, as well as many other sects of Christians accused our
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Secondly, St. Paul who was at Rome at the same time, that Peter
was supposed to have been there, never once mentions this Prince
of the Apostles, in the epistles to the faithful at different places,
while he speaks to them of many other disciples of much less con-
sideration than his illustrious colleague: we ought piously to sup-
pose that if St. Peter had really established the faith at Rome, the
Apostle of the Gentiles would have been too equitable to ravish
from him the glory, that must have accrued to him from so fine a
conquest.

Thirdly, Our two Apostles, after the disputes, which they had at
Antioch would not have been desirous of meeting, or exhibiting in
the same place. St. Peter would naturally avoid a haughty colleague,
who resisted him to his face, and who publicly reproved him in a
manner sufficiently disagreeable. Besides Rome being a pagan city,
naturally fell into the department of the Apostle of the Gentiles. In
short according to the Acts of the Apostles, St. Paul was too hasty
to agree long with an associate greater than himself. His quarrel
with Barnabas, for a slight difference, proves that Paul was easily
irritated.

Fourthly, St. Peter wrote his first epistle from Babylon, and not
from Rome. It is true that the advocates of this voyage of Peter’s,
pretend that Babylon is the same city as Rome, but this is a geo-
graphical error, that without a great share of faith can never be
admitted for a truth. Again, the city of Babylon in Syria, no longer
existed in the time of Peter, there was then only a Babylon in Egypt;
it is only there that we can suppose Peter to have written this first
epistle.

Fifthly, The traditions which make St. Peter travel to Rome, are
filled with fables, which make them very suspicious, such as his
dispute with Simon the magician, who having raised himself into
the air, by virtue of his art, fell down and broke his limbs by virtue
of the Apostles prayers. We may also place in the list of fables, the
apparition of Christ to Peter, when he fled from Rome, and his cru-
cifixion with his head downwards. These facts are related neither
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the clergy would wish us to regard, almost as sacred as divine in-
spirations. According to these respectable traditions, our Apostle
shed his blood for the faith in the propagation of which he had
laboured; he was, say they, beheaded in the reign of Nero, and in
the sixty-sixth year of the Christian era.

After what has been said, we ought naturally to regard St. Paul as
the true founder of the pontifical see of Rome. Nevertheless certain
traditions, useful to the Roman Pontiffs, oblige us to believe that
it was St. Peter, who established his throne in the capital of the
world; the popes have thought, that their interests required, that
they should pass for the authorized successors of this Prince of the
Apostles, to whom Christ himself according to the Gospel, granted
immense rights and privileges. These traditions then make St. Peter
travel to Rome, prior to St. Paul, and only regard the latter as the
subaltern associate in the Apostolic labours of the former.

Nevertheless some critics have ventured to doubt of the reality
of St. Peter’s voyage to Italy, and his foundation of the first see in
the world, some authors otherwise very orthodox, without regard-
ing the interests of the Pope, or respect for the traditions which
favour them, have treated those pretensions as chimeras: as to the
heretics, the sworn enemies of the authority of the Roman Pontiff,
they have asserted, that the voyage of St. Peter to Rome was a fa-
ble invented by the supporters and partizans, with a design to exalt
his authority. Both parties found their doubts or assertions upon
these grounds. First, That the books which the church considers as
inspired, make no mention of the voyage of Simon Peter, although
the circumstance of going to plant the faith in the capital of the
world, was sufficiently remarkable to claim a notice in preference
to all the minor cities, which the Acts inform us that he visited to
preach; in fact, the Holy Ghost, or St. Luke his organ, wishing to
inform us in this history of the means made use of by God, to prop-
agate the Gospel, could not without injustice, omit such a signal
success, nor fail to give the honour of it to St. Peter, in case he had
a claim to it.
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scriptures of being filled with errors, imperfections, and contradic-
tions, and of being insufficient without the assistance of traditions;
this is a fact that is attested to us by St. Irengeus. The Ebionites or
Nazarenes, who, as we shall soon see, were the first Christians, re-
jected all the Epistles of St. Paul, and regarded him as an impostor
and hypocrite.

It will not fail being said to us, that we ought not to rely on
the testimony of heretics; but I shall reply, that in the matter in
question, their testimony is of the same weight as that of the or-
thodox, seeing that all the different sects consider themselves as
orthodox, and have treated their adversaries as heretics. How shall
we unravel the truth if we do not hear both parties? By wha