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T +his werld, a cammadH»Y is
a Vc\"\/ (i_ueep ’Hﬂnjl abounc\in
in metaphysical subtleties and
+Leo|03ic<xl hiceties,

So '?Qr as ¢ is Q
Value in use, tHhere
is no+L'm3 mysterioug
absut it, whether we
tonsider it frem the
pPeint  of view Hhat

Ey its propa—‘ties it
is capable of sd-.‘sLy_
'ms human Wants,

produc’c QF

human labey

/t is as clear as noon-day that man)) S
by his indvstry, changes the forms
of the materials fvrnished
by mnatvre in such a
way as fto make
them vsefol
fo him.

)’ef, /‘or
all that
the table




But, so soon as 1t shps forth as a COmmoddy,\
\it is c.kqnqea into 3omeﬂwlncj transcendent.

At, in relation to all gthey

', commodities, it stands on

its head, and ewvolves out of
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the ground.

From the moment that men in any way work‘ for one”a:&"\ir;)

"L&Cl' ll‘b(\Y assSumes ')()Li(j!_? (_)r m.____/ e

/(/“\’ut the ';1‘;“' relations of the P"O{‘lu(ers toke the form 0;()\..
\Social velation between the produds. et

|

c/’i\ (()m;nrx\-} , s N\ herefore a m\{s}en(,u s)
‘H\inrj, tump\y because 1n 1t the S()(.Iﬂ.l/,

| ‘Ckm acter of men's labor appears
(‘ \,fo them as an ()L)‘ekhvr‘ character /
5 /
“Shmpe(l upon the Pr(xlud of
J { that lu.bi\vj. I _

e
‘1})(7«(1u3f1 the relation of
| the }nrmdurers te the sum
{\'h'u_‘ of Hwelr OwWh l(lbOV‘

presented 4o them as
socia | rrrlahr)h (’Xlshnlj
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[ not between themselves
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but hp"Wr-nr\ the Prr;(‘uct's

.\of thewr labor /
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It is a definite social
relation between men that

(ﬂl that world

assumes, in their eyes, g 7 "
the Pan<f the productions of
. In order to find the human brain
tastic L 3 )
s8ar o an analogy we appear as independent
1 must have recourse beings endowed with
a rela- : i . X
£i to the mist-enveloped/|life, and entering
ion i i _ :
regions of the into relation both
between St = 3
> religious world. with one another
things
and the human race.

This Fetish-
ism has its
origin in th
peculiar
social
character of
the labor
that pro-
duces them.

I call
the Fetishism
which attaches it-
self to the products of
labor, so soon as they
are produced as commodi-
ties, and which is
therefore inseparable
from the production of

So it is
in the world
of commodi-
ties

with the
products

of men's
hands.
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The lebor of the individual asserts itself as a part
of the labor of society only by means of the rela-
tions which the act of exchange establishes directly
between the products, and indirectly, through them,
between the producers.




(The money form of the world\

of commodities actually con-

ceals, instead of disclos-

ing, the social character

of private labor and the

social relations between
individual producers.

(&evertheless, when the pro-
ducers of coats and boots
ompare those articles with

When I state thatﬂ\
coats or boots
stand in a rela-
tion to linen, be-
cause it is the
universal incarna-
tion of abstract
human labor, the
absurdity of the
statement is self-
evident

(g;, what is the \\

same thing, with
gold or silver, as
the universal equi-
valent, they ex-
press the relation
between their own
private labor and
the collective
labor of society
in the same absurd
form,.




The categories of
bourgeois economy
consist of such
like forms.

They are forms of thought _\\\
expressing with social validity
the conditions and relations of
a definite, historically de-

termined mode of production, /

namely, the produc-
tion of commodities.

(The whole mystery of commodities,
all the magic and necromancy
that surrounds the products of
labor as long as they take the
form of commodities,

as we look at
other forms of
production, /

/

vanishes so ooon\




For a society based on the production of commodities,

in which
the producers
in general enter into
social relations with
one another by treat-

ing their products as

whereby they reduce their
individual private labor
to the standard of homo-
geneous human labor--

commodities and values,

--for such a society,
Christianity with its
cultus of abstract man

more especially in its
bourgeois developments,
Protestantism,

Deism, etc.
is the most fitting form
of religion.




IThe formulae which bear
'Stamped wpon them in
unmmfnkQUl‘: leﬂf’r*, Hut
‘i"kﬁ"’ B(’lona to a stute of
seciety in which He process
of ‘)roduz,hon has query\

over man instead of be'mg
l COI'\'['.m“E(J b] "nm_ )

—such formulae QPpeur
1o the bour98m'5 inh:“ect[
to be as much a sel(F{

by nature as Prbdudnve !

labor itse lf. P

evident necess.fy imFObed

I N
This Pcrsonnch
\Ca’(ion of ‘H’\lnjs
\and eonversion

\of production

iHence Berms of Social \\
) roduction that Precedcd \
| the bourqois form are
| treated by the bourgeaisie
| in much the same way as

| the Fathers of the Church Y‘Cltﬂiorﬁ\s.
' +reated pre- Christain relicjions. into Cphhes
i IIS a
£ / reliq)
Y el
CVCT\{JQY

[ife.
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The actual (u‘rnl’. of production teel ('(;rn[)\(-\ely at home in }
/

(",\n.nt’(-(\ and trrational forms.
capl lal-witerest land—vrent ' (labor - Wm}es\

Emnomlcs 15 no more than a !‘iduduc,\\
more or less Jogma{uc translation of

1 \C’V('rYJuY Qonce[)hnns of the actual

: v (L(Jents of Pr‘oduc -

tion arranged in |

; [
a certain m+i0m||

order:

(Tt sees i this —]—RINIT?L
which is dewid of all ‘
inner connection, the ‘
natural and indubitable

lofty basis for its SHLI*‘

< ss |
low pompousness. L=




This formula \
simultaneously cor-
responds to the
interests of the

by proclaiming the physical necessity and

eternal justification of their sources of

revenue and elevating them to a dogma.
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